
Greetings from the Campaign to Fight Toxic Prisons 
 

 

 
 

As you may know, this coming Sept 9th is the 45th anniversary of the Attica Uprising in New York, where 
national attention was drawn to the problem of prisons in this country. This year, on and around that 
day, there will public demonstrations in support of prisoners who face extreme abuses including toxic 
environments, discrimination and literal slavery based on the 13th Amendment which wrote prison slave 
labor into the U.S. Constitution. 
 
The Campaign to Fight Toxic Prisons (FTP) is reaching out to let you know that, in solidarity with the 
IWW Union’s Incarcerated Workers Organizing Committee (IWOC) and other groups, we will be planning 
several activities around Sept 9th and want you to have a chance to invite your friends and family on the 
outside to participate in these necessary efforts to address the violations of civil rights and 
environmental justice that still occur behind bars.  
 
Our primary FTP event will occur on Sept 10th at 10am in front of the Federal Correctional Complex (FCC) 
of Coleman, located at 846 NE 54th Terrace, Wildwood, Florida 34785. This location is the largest federal 
prison factory in the entire country, producing material goods for government agencies nationwide. 
Much of the very furniture which fills the offices of the bureaucrats, war-mongers and prison-pushers is 
made by prison slaves at this facility.  
 
Also, it’s no coincidence that FCC Coleman is surrounded by a vast wasteland of rock mining operations, 
an industrial activity with a record of creating giant toxic ponds across Florida. Prisons all over the 
country are coupled with environmentally hazardous land uses that threaten prisoner’s health.  
 
As another example of this, the federal Bureau of Prisons is now proposing to build a new maximum-
security prison and slave factory on top of a former strip mine site in the coalfields of Letcher County, 
Kentucky. As you well know, any prisoner could at any time find themselves transferred to this prison, 
subjected to the health risks associated with a site where the air, water and soil are polluted by decades 
of coal mining and processing, which is still ongoing in the surrounding mountains. 
 
Along with putting prisoners on a toxic site, the prison would also impact local people who live nearby, 
turning their community into a prison town. Construction alone will waste $444 million of federal tax 
dollars which could be used to address the crushing poverty that so often forces people into prisons in 
the first place. 
 
We feel that the existence of this industrialized, slavery-based system of mass incarceration stands as a 
primary obstacle to universal goals of freedom and harmony with the earth. Its continued existence is 
among the ultimate symbols of injustice in this country. 
 
For more information on Sept 9th, Letcher 
County and other related issues, encourage 
your contacts on the outside to visit 
FIGHTTOXICPRISONS.ORG 
 
 

Stop Prison Slavery! 
No New Toxic Prisons! 
End Mass Incarceration! 
Defend the Earth! 
Free All Political Prisoners! 

FTP marching in the streets of D.C., June 13, 2016 

Campaign to Fight Toxic Prisons is a project of the Abolitionist Law Center 



A Note on Your Rights 
 
While being incarcerated does strip you of many basic human rights, it does not eliminate all of 
your rights. For example:  
 

 You have the right to monitor and report abuses which may occur, against 
yourself or others, by law enforcement officials and others who may be 
acting on their behalf. 

 

 You have the right to receive communications, such as this letter, and to 
respond to people and organizations on the outside in a way that is 
consistent with your First Amendment rights. 

 

 You have the right to Due Process, meaning that the prison administration 
must notify you so you have an opportunity to appeal a decision in the case 
that your mail is censored or you are subjected to disciplinary action. 
 

 You have the right to consult with an attorney privately.  
 
While prison officials may interpret these rights differently than you, your lawyer or other civil 
liberties organizations, the final decision lies with a judge, not with the prison administration. 
 
If you feel that the above mentioned rights have been violated, and you have initiated the 
formal grievance process to address these violations, we encourage you to also notify the 
Campaign to Fight Toxic Prisons or other organizations who have stated they are supporting the 
efforts surrounding September 9th, such as the National Lawyers Guild and the IWW’s 
Incarcerated Workers Organizing Committee. 
 
Including copies of your grievance(s) will greatly increase an ability to refer your case to 
attorneys and increase the ability for them to decide if they are able to assist you.   
 
Letters and copies of grievances can be sent to: 
 
Campaign to Fight Toxic Prisons 
c/o Civic Media Center 
433 South Main St 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
FightToxicPrisons@gmail.com 

 
These letters may be shared with others who 
we feel may be able to assist. 

FTP joins the Prison Ecology Project in pushing the EPA to 
recognize environmental justice rights for prisoners.  
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